
INDIANAPOLIS. rEKKCAUY 28, 1850.

By Mtcrs from California, w-- i learn of the death

of Dr. Ackley, late of this city.

Nimrod Kejipkr and Pabier Caeson, soldiers in

the lata war with Mexico, wiü please call at this

oEce. G. A. C.

C--
We publish the communication of 'G. W.

K.," notwithstanding we disagree Vilal'y with the

sentiments which he expresses, and notwithstanding

he 'talk like a man, demented, or beside himself.

The writer rares about "Abolitionism," and "politi-

cal hucksters abut nlianipolip" What docs he

mean! He himself resides here, and should speak

so as to be nnderstord in regard t men and thing,
if he snuffs danger in tlie breeze. It is the worst,

moet wretched of hinnmirra. to talk about Abo

litionism in Indiana.. No such thing exists within

ou r borders, if we except perhaps ten per tent, or

the whic. ' and perhaps that exception need not now
'

be made, considering the influence ..f isyionsrii. ,

', .

but the man whu con see no üin-:renc- e uc. -

tending slavery to territory no free from it, and the

ebolitvax of slavery in the States, districts or territo- -

Ties where it now exists, is not qualified to write up-- j
!

on the subject for the honest information of the poo--

pie. G. Wr. K. very evidently does not comprehend ,

tlie difference. The last National Democratic C n- - ;

Tention was alie to soe the difference ; the last Demo- -'

cratic State C onvention in this State saw it just as j

clearly, and so did Ihe m embers of the Legislature, j

who have since passed upon the question Were all j

these democratic bodies Abolitionists 1 If G. W. I

K isrifht they were; but we imagine it will le j

news tornr'n who are 'csnable of reflection and di j

crimiuation.
All "old politiciane" including hunkers, flunkey-ite- s,

time-serveraa- nd conservatives dread new issues

and mw questions of whatever character. They pre-

fer to rest upon obsolete ideas or humbugs. But new

questions will arise, and new issues, however they
ta I

may be dreaded, and tbey must be met mautuny, non

estly and liberally. If those who nave sssumea io .

be leaders, because of their luck in office-holdin- g, are Explanation. In order to put an end to the dis-n- ot

equal to such crises, they must either stand aside j cussion of the slavery question, Mr. Doty offered a
or be submerged by the advancing tide of public sen- - resolution instructing the committee on Territories to

far the world report a bill admitting California as she eland. Thetiment. It matters little which, so as j

. I southern members were taken completely by surprise,
is concerned. but soon rallied and moved to Jay iho resolution on

We remember very wejl when we boldly assumed ; ,.je tabjCf wa ed by a decided majority,
to advocate free trade doctrines, and unqualified hoa-- j Every pretext was then resorted to to stave off a di-til- ity

to tariff protection,' and made that the great reel vote. The members from the Noril and Wwt
dwplajcd of temper; they were determined

issue in the contest preceding 1843. Hundreds -- f- roojnes
a vote and that determination would

times were we cnulioned, and told that the people oi
; ljayp bjjen bu, or j(J unexi)tcled decision of

Indiana would not sanction such ultra doctrines. the Speaker. ' - ..

that they believed in "incidtntar protection, that i

they could not be made to believe any thing eW, ; WashinüTON. Feb. 20, 19.50.
' SENATE. luchill for the relief of the suretiesand that our course would beat the democra ic party .

of q
to death ! The loiter, by the way, was a fate it l.Ml Q,lllckpilbusht sxircUi vj. ywartWuut, pas.d.
long bten vsed to, siid we were not muco strain n
meet it aain. But we pushed ahead, politics was

revolutionized, and the democracy for the first, time ;

,n the history of the State was completely and ,per V

manrnlly triumphaut. '
. '

As then, so now, we believe that the only magic- -

there is in mcecssful politics, is to ht sight! Tu"

become ri"ht, we must investigate, deliberate, and
c

consult our jmlgments and consciences ii'e shall

try to do this, faithfully, and then, we shall act with

boldness accordingly, fearless of consequences, but in

the full faith tlidt right will ultimately prevail and
. , . .

er"'rr "
What democrat, of mature year, fails to rcmem- - .

ber the protests, disclaimers, the repudiations and ;

finally the many apo-tacies-
, which occurred among

self-style- d democratic leaders, during Jackson's war

against thsL.S. Bank. Who does not know, that

even at this day, many of the present whig leaders .

claim to have been "original Jackson men," who

apostatized on the new issue raised by tbe question of
rp.rbarterino the Monster 1 Who dees not know I

: r.K. Inenden Treasurv' T 1

question, when proposed by Mr. Van Buren 1 Such

has it been ever, in connexion with every great or

new political issue. Our polar star has always been ;

the right ! In that alone is there safety and sue j

cess. Keeping in view and adhering . to that, will .

gain us at least two converts for every apostate, that
thins and weeds our rank. j

A more inopportune occasion than the present, for

attempting to distract the Democratic party of Indi- -

ana, by making filse issue., or appealing to ignorant

prejudice, could not be selected, unless it be done

with a view of aiding the ultra ists of Ihe South to

reduce allfree territory to the dnmiuv.n rf slavery, or
'it default vf that. In dissolce the Unvni. They aim
at nothing short of this, if we can understand the
plain and positive declarations of the "Madmen" in

'

Congress. Tbey cannot hav our aid to accomplish

ither.

Fiees. A great fire, destroying 20 or 30 buildings, j

occurred in New Orleans on the 16th. The Ticsyune

printing ofSce and Robb's ba liking house were among
the buildings consumed. Loss half a million, mostly

insnred.
The American Hotel and other buildings in New

York were destroyed by fire on the I7ih, Lots
'

1550,000; Insured $10,0)O. V

Tbe Avon Theatre, at Norfolk, Ya-- , was recently

burnt. Jy,ss. $17.000. The fire, it is suppled, was'l

the work of an incendiary.

Montreal Feb. 13th, 1850. There have been se-

rious riots against the School Act. The Assessor's
bouse was burned, and a fire last night destroyed the

Canadian Institute Library and the Governor's Office.

07-W-e are told that Zack Taylor's juvenile Re--

trister at this place ba opened a broker's shop under j

the sign of the Register of Ihs Land OJice, and is
shaving the honest land purchasers to the tune of one

per cent., so that with a salary of five hundred dol-

lars, one per ccn. on sales, and one per cent, share,
w ho can doubt but that this honett and capable officer

(of this intellectual administration) imported fresh

from White Water, will set te the people handsomely.

OhWhiggery!

jfc-- The Cincinnati Gazette recently contained an
article relative t the public printing of Ohio, which

manifests nothing more or less, than either the gross
ignorarieo or ihn dishoneety of tbat paper. We
should think the Gazette could afford to fuel superior

to such miserable humbo;.
he N. Y. Tribune asserts that the recent slan-

ders against Gen. Lane, appearing in that paper in

the shape of letters from Orejron, were uttered by

"lo&focos," and considers this a knock down argu-

ment. We do not. We suppoee that there s re a

few "locofoco" as well as whig rascals; and that
I

such would select the Tribune aa their organ of pub-

lic communication. If those asssnlta bad been made

by honest democrats, who had any reason to make

them. thy would have chosen a dmwerutic paper,

and not the Tribune, as their medium. This very se-

lection prove llfir diehomly. if nothing else.

frT-W- e intended to bsve erased the name of;

Bowles from the letter of Gen. Lane, published in

our last; but sccidently overlooked the matter ontil

it had passed through a portion of the semi-weekl- y.

It would have been better to omit ihe name, as the

letter wse not intended for the public eye.

rW-Tl.- e was accidentally left off" the

communication in our last, on the Licence Laws. It I

should have keen signed N. L.

SitMi lift
Published every Thursday.

Congressional.
Washington, Feb. 19, 1930.

Senate. Sir. Clay presented a petition from a
single individual, asking that the first Senator pro-
posing a dissolution of the Uniun be expelled from
the Senate. Laid on the table. j

Afer some unimportant business the Senate pro- - '

cetded to the special order of the day, being Clay's
cow promise resolutions.

.Mr. Downs bavin? the floor. Droceeded to adlress
the Senate ut length Jn opposition to the resolutions,
and ujjainst the admission of California with lier pre- -

Constitution. He would not obi-- ct to her ad- -

mission had the Cons itution been adopted legitimate- -
,

y hy f (hat Stu .j u ,i(d
been adopted by the meddling of the Executive. Mr.
Downs finally gave way for adjournment, without
concluding. J

JlopsE. Mr. Doty offered a resolution and moved
(jijejl tU, je cmmilittec vn Territ0.

riM astTxlct tlJ report a b,u priding for th
admiasion of California into the Union on an equal
fating with Iho original State?, with the boundaries ;

,m" !'" ' "e Constitution i. sa icd bill not to
emnrace any miojhci or mailer ouisiue or tjiliiornia.

-- HpmMn rfi.-,i;m- . ih vP,.,,d n.r
were caiiej oll motion to lay the resolution on the
table, which resulted yea 70, nay 121.

I

Confusion has ever since prevailed. Several inef--

f'"?1 attempts were made to orljourn. The mem-- j

bora have mosily got their dinners, and there is every i

prospect of a long night's se?.iun.
The session wa protracted till 12 at night, and

then the Speaker declared the civil day was ended, (a
new idea !) and adjourned the House. The Southern
men are determined to throw every obstacle in the
way of California, because the people prohibited
slavery. They want to carry their negroes there and
drJve ,he wlite9 from lbc rainesi

. ; The Senate then resumed the consideration- - of the
motion to reter the 'resident's California Message to
the : Cu'mnLUeo on Territories.

Jlr. ulemens having the u)or, proceeded to discuss
m ref olutioIl ud . in() a ncc of
tbe Soutu on the slavery question.
. After a lengthy debate, in which Clay, Cass and

Foute. participated, the further cuusideratiun of the
hjt wa postponed, and the Senate adjourned till

iNiouday.
HouAfter unimportant buYme,, the House

wellt int,rCntinjritce of the Whole on the President'
California Mesape,

ilr. Bay, of iMUaouri, having the flwr, after some
stricture on 4he 'Administration, launched out in the
Slavery question. He was willing lo go with the

m w He wa8
opposed to Slavery, but in favor of giving the South
the rights guarantied by the Constitution,

Mr. Thaddens Stevens followed, with some remarks
on 'be subject of Slavery. He did not wish Slavery
extended, aod thought iflet alone it would eat the
?ita,a of he gouüi.

After further discussion, the Committee rose and
the House adjourned till ; .

The Senate yesterday confirmed the nomination of

I1. rown, . of Tennesee, Minister to Fvuesia,
and Walller Forward, Charge to Denmark.'

(tt"The New York Tribune is laboring very ener--
pcically in trying to prove the infidelity of Thomas
JrrERs0N't0 Christianity. It will be difficult for ihe
Tribune to show more than that Jeffersou's notions
verv tIluCj, resembled those held by the Quakers. But

suppose it could demonstrate beyond doubt that Jef--
rtrsim wa3 as grCB, a Kep,ic iamt whirh it l--
leges. would the refult strengthen the causa which
the Tribune professes so much solicitude for? W'c
think not. We suspect another motive, besides a
disposition to disparage Jefferson politically, operates
upon the - Tribune. Greeley himeSf ha frequently
been charged with infidelity by his opponent?, even
whig.i. Ho undoubtedly sympathise with the French
illfidci uf 1C pre,en, (ay't ,nj ,,e mtJ ,hiuk it pr.
fitaleand expedient to nl.uw forth hii own profeased
faith by assailing the memory of Jeffirson. He thus
attempt to kill two. birds with one stone, and per- -
haps three : the last being a thrust indirectly against
Christianity, by proclaiming the urbelief of so great
a man as Mr. Jefferson. .We read (2 Cor. xi. 14.)
that Satan may be transformed into an angel uf light.
So may Greeley play the hypocrite, and pretend to be
a CurUlian, if be think it will pay best.

Gamblers, &.c, im California. Tho New York
T'ib,'"e An intelligent friend who enjoyed
good opportunities for information in San Francisco,
eetimates the amount of gold in the hands of the
gamblers alone of that city, on .the 1st of January,
(our latest date) at Fourteen Millions of Dollars.
These ? sporting men, by the way, have done the
largest business of any class of operators in Califor-

nia during the last year. They subscribe liberally to
new churches, and assume the character of public-spirit- ed

citizens. They of course pay the highest
rents, and rather the most of them; though the best
private house in the city is owned and occupied by
women of very equivocal character.

The "Oppressed" South. Of the five full for-

eign missions filied under this administration, four
are from the slave states and but one from the free
state viz. Mr. Rive of Va. to Paris; Mr. Barren-ge- r

of N. C. to Madrid; Mr. Letcher of Ky. to
Mexico; and Bailie Peyton "of La. to Chili while
Abbot Lawrence of Mass. as Minister to England, U

the only selection of that grade of appointment fr. in

the Free States. It is decidedly " ungenerous " thus

to thrust all the diplomatic duties and diplomatic dol-

lar on the abused ixuth. It ia enough to make them
diMinionists, so as to escape lurh oppression."
Other southern martyr will soon be forced to take
the places of Hsnnegan and Webb.

Michigan Road. Measrs. Geo. West and Holmes

are lamug acme niarurcs en pianatu mi loipwi- -

tant mute, only eeeoud in importance to the XMa-tio- nal

road. They raised more than ten thousand

dollars stock subscriptions in as many days. We
hope thy will go ahead with undiminished energy,
and that all who are able will give them a lift.

- 07-W-e hope ojr readers will take note of tho ob-

jection to the Grand Jury System, as stated by P.
Docs any gentleman know of any good, practical rea-

son why this partial, one-sid- ed, secret inquisition,

should be retained or perpetuated 1

CrThe last No. of the Home Journal contains a
column and a half notice of our poetess, Mrs. box--

m. It does her no more than justice, and yet will

be deemed favorable

INDIANAPOLIS,
For the Statt Sentinel. ,

i

The Grand Jury .System.
As a convention i soon to assemble to remodel

our civil and political institutions, it is proper that
the attention of the people of the State should be
callcl to all real or supposed errors or defect in our
present sys'ein, and that remedies or substitutes
ehoulj be pointed nut to take their pi-ac- e in our pro-

posed new ytetn of State Government.
In my judgeuiniit the Grand Jury is a vicious, or

to say the least of it, a ueles appendage to our
courts and to a healthful and just system of criminal
juriaprndnce, andougal to be abolished. '

It is n maxim of law that all men are presumed in

nocent until they are duly conv icted of crime, which
maxim is rendered nn2alory and in fact is reversed '

by the intervention of a Grand Jury, for as soon as equally with the richest. To this permanent appropna-a- n

indictment is f und by this body, (although not tion should be added a light annual achool tx, the small- -

duly convicted) the accused in fact is believed tu be '

guilty by the public. The institutions of a Slate
should be such as to command the respect and confi-

dence of the people, and should be such as are cal- -
culated to guard from blight, suspicion and stain die
honor and character of all upon whom they operate,

The Grand Jury is not such an institution. It haa
not the confidence of any one; I mean a confidence
that its proceedings will bo impartial and that a full
and enlightened hearing and consideration will be
given to all subjects brought before them. If we
have this confidence we musr have it against reason
and the nature of things, for the evidence on the part
of the State only is heard and none on the part of the
accused, ard is' it possible that justice can be done
before such a body bearing but one side of the easel
The rinding of a Grand Jury is blight and mildew
upon a man's character which no time or circumstan-
ces can eff-ice- , and all this is done on hearing only
one side, and perhnps the weaker side of the evi-

dence, in a silent conclave where the citizen cannot
be allowed to defend himself.

How many men are there in the State whose char
acters have been more or less injured by the cause-let- ?,

the wanton, or the ill-a- d vited finding of this se-

cret inquisition, who when placed before a court and
a traverse juryj .were able to show and prove that
there was not the least ground for a criminal charge
against them.

The intelligent in every couniy can poirjt out more
or less of these men who have suffered in this man-

ner, and whose character are in fact about as much
injured as though they had been convicted and sent
to the Penitentiary.

A large portion of tbe ignorant of the community
and especially the members of the Grand Jury who
found the indictment will think and sny that the ac-

cused only got clear by some flaw in the papers, or
the chiranery of bis counsel. I have aeen and known
more than one case of thi kind. Ought tbe charac-
ter and liberty of an American citizen to undergo so
injurious an investigation by a secret tribunal before
which lie cannot appear and be heard! It is and
must be forbidden, by every principle of justice and
liberty.

Whatever may have been the necessity or utility
of this institution in England, I am satisfied that
neither exists here.

.It is incompatible with our notions of fairness, and
inapplicable to our institution. It is not true even
that it is valuable to the British subject in protecting
his liberty, or that it was instituted for his benefit.
It was organized by the British Kings (at an early
period it is true), to operate and sit as a secret spy
and informer against all those who were in fact or
were thought to be wanting in fidelity to the British
Crown or Law.

But if the ame practice prevailed with us that
does in England the system would bo lees objection
able in my mind. There (in England) the Grand
Jury never finds an iudictmcut, but such as are prepar-
ed by the Crown Officer, (answering tu our Prosecuting
Attorney) before the Grand Jury is called, and on
their being sworn and charged, they are banded to
the foreman of tho Jury with the names of witnesses
to sutain each endorsement on the back; and no oth
er witnesses are examined and no other indictmeut is
found. Then the subject knows whether he is or is
not to be charged before tho Grand Jury, and in this
he has the advantage of our citizen who very frr

1 L .1 r . ...
iucimijt .nun. iiwujmg , inB mailer until ne is sen -
with process issued upon the indictment.

The habit of our Grand Juries examining at ran
dom and without special direction of the Court,
fully explain the reason why not one out of ten who
are indicteJ f r felony are ever convicted.

It would be better, cheaper, fairer and more manly,
to have all our criminal proceedings open to all, and
that the accused should be at liberty from the first to
ihe last step in the prosecutiou, to meet his accusers
in public, face to face. P.

Fcr Me Stale Sentinel.
A TVcw 11 ole of Italsintj irioney under

. tbe Xcw Coiiatitution.
Mzssas. Editors: I have heard the following mode

suggested as one means of supplying the public treasury,
viz: the State to become tbe insurer of all buildings in
it, at tbe lowest rata now paid on the different kinds of
risks; which would probably avenge about one percent.
It is probably within bounds to suppose that there are two
hundred thousand buildings in tha State worth on aa ave-

rage $200 each. This would give $40,000,000. II these
buildings should ba insured at three-fourth- s thair value,
the amount would be thirty millions of dollars, and the
policies would produce an annual revenue of $300,000.
Agents would be necessary in every county, and ia some
counties aeveral would be necessary, to value property
and collect moneys. Tbess agents might be the county
commissioners, or sheriffs, or assessors, as tha insurance
business would not occupy even one agent all bis
time. Supposing the whole expense of insuring to reach
$100,000, including leases by firs, the net revenue would

ba $200,000 per annum. No taxes should, in such an
vani, b levied upon buildings. Soch a tax ia bow paid

by all careful men, and would not be felt as a burden by

any one; while by most men, it would be cheerfully and
gladly paid. Tha amount of the whole matter ia this.
Tha State would become tha insurer uf all buildings to

the amount of three-fourt- h of their value, and reeaive
lha usual amount paid to insurance offices, for the insu-

rance. To large numbers it would be a relief from all
taxation, proper. Titos who bad been in the habit of
being insured, would continue to be insured against loss,

at the same cni, and relieved from former taxation, whits
those not iusured before, would now ba iuaured, but sot
taxed.

Such are the outlines of a plan for raiaing a portion of
the puhlie revenue that I have heard suggested. If found

to bn expedient and desirable, provision might be mada

In the new Constitution for legislative enactments for
this purpose. TYRO.

fJrWe tender our thanks to Jon Vincent, Esq.,
Bruin's K Roads, for. the hsndsome club of subscri-

bers which he sent us, and have al forwarded the
extra copies. Those who desire Godey's beautiful
Lady's Book, when sending us clubs of ten and up-

wards. in:esdof an extra paper, will pleasu so state,
and we shall forthwith order it.

Iktittme
FEBRUARY 28, 1850.

For the Statt Sent int I.

The View Constitution.
no. iv.

In my tat I spoke of making liberal and permanent
provision for free common school. For thi purpose, I
would suggest (hat Ilia present uitlfM provision for comi-
ty seminaries, mi jht be abolished, and the fund herno-for- e

wasted upon them, made an itcin in the common
school appropriation. A Lank tax for ilia Driviteen of
circulating notes a tax of five mills a gallon on all ar-

dent djirits manufactuied in the State, a tax of from
five ! fifty dollar fur tavarn licenses, and of one half at
much tor all common victuallers, with the present school
funds, and the income from pedlers' licenses and auction
licensee, wo'llj probably be f mod an ample permanent
endowment for tbe support of a common school system

. . . . - . .. .
f t , E edllcl.tion

wilbin ,h. reilch of chi,aren in ,, Su,e.

e,t amount to ba fixad by the Conaiitution, with a provi- -
,,on l,,al l,,a ,own '"'"'f Ihemielveathe highest, should
receive the largml share of tha common permanent ap
propriation, aa is tha caaa in Maaaachuaetta, and soma
other States.

The ordinary civil ripenaea might be provided (or by
the equal taxation of all property, such as all real estate,
money at internst, all stocks, except State storks and
United Sialea atocka. all cattle, merchandise, furniture.
carriages, tools, farming utensils, boats, and in fact every
kind of productive, ornamental or convenient nronertv. of
whatsoever name or nature, and a lieht Doll-ta- x. A aink- -r S3 1

ing fund might be provided for the final extinguishment
of the State debt, out of the income from the public
works, and the public lands, acd all oilier public prop-

erty.
The present mode being unequal and unjust in many

instances, provision ahorvld be made for a fair and just
system of valuation, upon each county and township,
and city in the State. This assessment might be made
once in ten years, in the following manner, viz: every
year preceding the new asscsament,H should be mads
the duty of the voters of each congressional district to
elect one asxessor, and of the people of ihe State to elect
two at large, in like manner es we choose electors of
President and Vice President, w hose duty it should ba to
assemble at some convenient place at the capital, and fix

the value of all lands, cattle, A.c. &c., in each county,
and to make a fair nnd equal assessment of the Slate tax
upon etch, to be submitted to the then next Legislature,
whose approval by a j int vote of both branches should
be necessary to make it of legal force. I present here
merely the general idea. The detaila would require
much discussion and care, in framing the law. The as
sessment once made, there would be no further expense
attending it tor ten years.

After the tax upon each county had been fixed, the
townships should each appoint an assessor, to meet in
convention to fix tha tax for each township Upoa tbe ba
sis of the biato valuation, and then euch township should
appoint assessors to assess all taxable property in it, and
make out a list of taxes for the collector.

But as a penny saved is belter than a penny assessed,
and as good as a penny collected, the strictest economy
should be observed, not inconyM.;nt with an efficient ad
ministration of justice, and the public weal generally.
Those who feed at the public crib should be reduced to
tha smallest number possible, and as many public ser-

vants as may be consistent with the ends of good gov-

ernment, paid by fee; and these should not exceed a
fair compensation for the services performed and all be-

yond that, if any, should be paid into tha public treasury.
SWITZERLAND.

For tkt Statt Sentinel.

CONSTITUTIONAL. llEFORltl.
The legislative Assembly.

In the Sentinel of February 7ih, is an article from
the pen of one learned in the law," proposing a
change of our Constitution in the organization of the
Legislative Assembly, so as to have only a single
Representative body. This article comes to us with
the endorsement, in part, of the Sentinel. The
learned paternity of the article, with the endorsement,
entitles the proposition to serious and mature consid-
eration. The first reason assigned for the change ia
economy, "as the time necessary to go through the
form of legislation would be greatly diminished, and
the pitiful and despicable equabbles between the two
bodies, so often witnessed, each attempting to out-

manoeuvre the other, in bringing on or striving off an
election, thut consuming a large share of time, would
be forever preveutcd, and the whole expensive ma-

chinery of our lody would be dispensed with."
Economy in the formation of a government i only

a secondary consideration. The first aud great que-tio- n

is, what machinery i necessary to secure to the
people the best government ; and until that question
i settled, economy must not be taken into the ac- -

; count
The squabbles referred to, consequent upon bring-

ing on elections, are uf very rue occurrence, and
will donblles be obviated iu the new Constitution, by

I restoring to the people the right to elect all their offi
cers, ihere will then only remain to the legislature
the right to elect the officers necessary to their or-

ganization, and United States Senators. And t lie

present indications are so frequent r.s to justify us in
the conclusion, that the Constitution of the United
States must undergo a similar change at no ditant
day.

That' man is capable of t," and
" that the will of the people is, and of right ought to
be, the supreme aud uncontrolled power in the State,"
are truths so axiomatic as to be most cordially cou-cede- d.

But in what respect the division of the legis-

lature into two ate branches reflects on man's
capacity for nt, or how the will of the
people has been frustrated thereby, does not appear
from tbe arguments of this gentleman let med in
the law." By the aid of checks and guards which
modern nations, instructed by ages of experience,
have .thrown around the departments of their gover-
nment, they have fully solved and demonstrated the
great problem of past ages as to man's capacity for
self-governm- without llieso very checks and
guards, the hopes of the philanthropist would, per-

haps, have never been realized.
Nor is the argument in favor of the division cf the

legislative department into two and sepa-

rate bodies weakened by the origin of that division.
If Great Britain found it necessary for reasons local
to that kingdom, to divide her Parliament into two
parts, has not the division been found eminently use-

ful and necessary in this country for other reasons!
The division is admitted as necessary in Great Bri-

tain, but it i slid that there are n.i rival interests in
this country tobe represented. "There is only one
class the whole people; hut a single interest to be
consulted the interest of the whole people, one and
indivisible. If the interest represented is a unit,
why should the representation bo double! If the wilt
of the people is reflected by their delegates, for what
purpose do you wish a check!"

No rival interests! This learned gentleman must
certainly beiong to " the rest of mankind," lately
brought to our notice by President Taylor, or Le
would not exclaim, s no rival interests in this coun-

try." True, there is not in this country as in Great
Britain, an aristocracy of birth and wealth establish-
ed by law; but there is in these United States as ra-

pacious an aristocrat- - of wealth as mil be found in
Eurooe. And although in thi new state irreal
equality exists in the wealth and circumstance of
the people, yet the day i list approaching wnrn war-

ring intereU will b4 seen hre. requiring all the
guards and checks which the wisdom of man can in-

vent, to protect the interests and great natural right
of the pcuple, and the unit of interest will then be
made up of infinitessimal fractions.

Haviit thus briefly noticed some of the arguments
in favor of a tingle legislative assembly, the object i

in the next place will be to exhibit omc of the res- -j

sons for the double organization.
The seporetion of the legislative department inoj

two tu bodies, guaranties a inoru extensiv
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knowledge of ihe will of the people in thojo bodies,
aod mure widoin iu carrying that will into effect,
than can be found in a single body.

There is an evident tendency in tbe progressive
spirit of the age In the United S'ale to increase, ra-

ther than diminish the number of members in legisla-
tive tx'Jie-- ; and for obvious reaeon, as embodying a
more intimate and extended knowledge of the will,
the wants, and the interests of the people, as well as
greater wisdom to carry that will into effect.

The double organization will enable a larger body
to act separately than rould act together. But the
chief and great object uf thi separation t,f the legis-
lature into two house", acting separately, and with

powers, is to destroy the evil effects of
sudden and strong excitement, and of precipitate
meapurca. springing from pasion, caprice, prejudice,
personal influence and party imrigu?." All these
passions and influences are sympathetic and may be-

come general in one body, so as to stamp thoir im-

press on the propositions under consideration; but the
other body, acting sej.araUly, is not influenced there-
by; and, moreover, the element thereof may not
exist in the other to the same extent; and if both.
should exhibits want of due consideration, it i no
argument in favor of the single body. It must like-
wise bu conceded that it j more dithcult, when there
are two hou-e- s, to form combinations, by which mea-
sures, pernicious to the interests of the people, are
thrust upon thecounlrj. Thi legislative "log-rolling- "

has done much mischief in this State, even with
our checkt ; that much more would have been done
by a single legislative assembly without them, is
highly probable.

Having tlm given a fow brief reasons for the dou-

ble organization, and which are but a tittle of what
might be adduced, it will now be shown that expe-
rience sheds a broad stream of I.g'.t on this question.
That the gentleman who has put forth thi propisi-tio- n

cf a single legislative assembly, has carefully
avoided history in relation thereto, is most apparenr.
Men, " learned in the law," have theorized on, and
sketched the plans of model governments, but time,
the great teacher, has shown that in consequence of
the infinity of motives to hun.au action, no theory
can be predicated thereon, and that experience is the
only safe guide in framing tbe fundamental laws of a
country. Fortunately for the people of this State,
they are not subjected to tho necessity of testing, by
way of experiment, the propoped plan. Pennsylva-
nia and Georgia, composed of people homogeneous
with our own, that the will of the people might be
directly reflected by their delegate?, concentrated nil
legislative power in a single house ; and we have the
result in the instability and pasaion which marked
their proceedings ; and 60 eenniUlc were the people of
this defect, and the inconvenience they had suffered
from it, tbat in both States they amended their Co-
nstitution, and introduced another body to check tire
misrule that had prevailed. "No portion of the po ;

litical history of mankind is more full of instructive j

lessons on this subject, or contains more striking J
I

proofs of the faction, instability and misery of slate ;

under the dominion of a single, unchecked assembly, ;

than that of the Italian republics f the middle ages,
and which rose in great numbers and with dazzling
and transient splendor in tho interval between the
fall of the East', -- n and Western Enpire of the Ro- -

. . . ...
mans. They Wvre all alike constituted witii a single
unbalanced assembly. They were all alike miserable
and ended in eiinilir disgrace." France is pcrhaj
tiie only nation that, having tried both plan, adhere.
to that of a single assembly ; and her example, black- -
cned with recent infamy, will nol tempt the people of
this country to forsake a safe und well tried system,
to tread in her deviou and tortuous footsteps.

The argument is by no means conclusive, that
when a measure falls between the two houses the will
of the people ha been defeated thereby. One house
has as good a right to know the will of the people as
the other, and when a measure fails to receive the
sanction of both houses, jjt is presumptive, at least,
that it is not required, or that the means employed to
carry that will into effect are inadequate, or detri-
mental to some other cherished measure or principle
of the people ; and so far has our legislation gone to
carry out the will of t!e people that we have, in our
local laws, met the wishes of every individual. The
concentration of all legislative power in a single as-

sembly would only increase the great curse of the
age excessive legislation, embracing things present,
and, as in Congress, when they proposed in the be-

ginning of the Mexican war to legislate in reference
to any territory we might acquire things to come.

It is urged against the double organization of tbe
Legislature, that the tico houses do not give that at-

tention and feel that responsibility that one single as-

sembly would give and feel. This is by no means
true. And if it were true, it would prove that a single
member would be better than many members, lor,
having no one to divide the responsibility with, be
would exercise care and attention in due proportion
to tho whole responsibility.
. There are remedies for all the evils complained of,

but they are not to be found in the consolidation of
the two brunches of the legislative department.

H.
Communicattd.

They Won't Mix.
Nothing is, with right-minde- d democrats, mors lament-

able than Ihe political suicide of men who, aa fearless
advocates of democratic principles, have raised them-
selves to such an elevated point in the estimation and
rnnRAvnr tl rofurnior. aa la real?, unfortunately, in
such advocate's minds, the belief that they can lead thair
sdmirers nay, drive them, just when and where they
please, such usurpers are invariably disappointed ; some-
time earlier and someiimee inter ; but in due time, badly
disappointed; and, as their own bad conduct recoils upoo
them, and breaks them down, they are, in every sense of
the e i i reunion, political suicides broken down politi-
cians : they have lout the admiration of their late, and
never gain one with their nrw friends a disappointment
that only adds to the recret of the ons and the contempt
of tbe other. 1 have oAen been surprised tbat, to such
men, history is so unavailing : history would, had it been
consulted, at a very trifling expense to the patient, have
saved tha political life ol Aaron Burr, at the ed

moment for bis good name and fame, when lie concluded
to gain so advantage personal to himself, at tho expense
of bis friends, by treason with the enemy : so too, wiih
Col. Burr's distinguished kinsrsn, Mr. Van Buren, when
lie undertook, in accordance with Mr. Benton's unfortu-
nate advice, to drire lite democratic party of tha Unttad
States upon the Texas question, over to the position and
doctrines or unadulterated federalism, upon tbe Louisiana
question. Mr. V. 11. bad for more than a quarter of a
century bald the liberalists of our country in such a chain
of admiration fur his eloquent essays and speeches in be-

half of ihe rights of man, that many were, at first, fear-
ful that a dirsention from his opinions would, at that time,
causa such division among themselves as to peril our sac-ce- ss

in the political contest then just at hand : but what
a lesson did the result of that contest teach ! The rank
and file dropped him, lo use an Irishism, like a hot po-

tato. , .

I submit these remarks to the prsyerful consideration
of auch men in Indiana as are using every effort in their
power to convey the democratic party hers and else-

where, body and trowterloons, to tha bed and board of
Abolitionim. They will find that, so long aa even a
nook or corner can be found for the dissemination of such
doctrines as emanate from the pure pens of T. and
"N-- ' their labors will be lost. That democracy and
abolitionism will mis, is a new doctrine in Indiana ; una
too, that could not, in the nature ol thinjs, have origi-

nated this far west; it emails like cod-fis- Leave the
towns and cities the scenes and haunta of political wire-worke- rs

and demagogues go to the country, where ihe
democracy ears not toho, but what Is in office ; ask them
if they think the two will mix f You will bear these
answer" No, not unless limes have altered wonderfully
since 1844, when we voted for Folk and Dallas, because
they were nominated by, and had accepted the nomina-
tion of, a convention that declared jest a eternal hostili-
ty to federalism in the shape of. abolitionism, as in the
shape of whiggery ! Tell llioae jiolitical hucksters about

- Indianapolis, that they may find eoon, aud very much lo
their surprise, that the political sexton is not dead yat ;
nor baa lie quit tha business; and furthermore, if they
want our opinion about abolitionism and democracy, it is
that thkt wob't mix. G. W. K.

Indianapolis, Fb.t 1850.

Tha Louisiana dry dock at Algiers, opposite New
Orleans, sunk in deep water on the night of the 12th.
It would hold fur large ships, and cannot be raised
without great expense.

The Illinois State Register .peak faiorably'of the
wheat pru'pect in the region of Springfield.

From Washington
Correpondin.ee of the Slate Sentinel.

Washington, Feb. 11, 1S50.
The House was engaged all dav with the consider

ation of the joint resolution limiting the expense cf
collecting tje revenue. Several amendments were of
fered, and any number of five minute speeches made.
The II)U83 finally rejected all the amendments, but
those reported by tue Committee of Ways and Means.
The main question was thn ordered to be put, but a
reconsideration of the vote was moved, and the mat
ter lies over till

In the Senate, afier a lenjrtbv debate on the ques
tion of receiving a petition from the citizens of Penn
sylvania, praying for a peaceful dissolution of the
Uniou, which terminated in the rejection of the te--
litiou, ouly three, Chase, Hale and Seward, voting
aye, Mr. Berrien of Ga., one of, if not tbe must pol
ished orator in the senate, proceeded to speak affi inst
Mr. Clay's resolutions. He contended that ihe Con
stitution carried slavery into the territories of the
United SiatcB. He also opposed the admittance of
California as a State. The honorable centleman be
fore concluding, gave way to a motion to ni'jouru.

Dr. uwiti, one of the benilors elect from Califor
nia, and both the Representatives are in town. Tbey
are all firm and decided democrats. Dr. Gwin states
that California is overwhelmingly democratic, and
that if there w ere any w bigs tbcre, they took care not
to own their politics.

Col. Fremont was detained on account of the ill-

ness of his lady.
Levin, the native-Americ- an Congressman from

Pennsylvania, and a firm supporter of the ' powers
that be," and Fitz H enry Warren, Taylor's head
Butcher, bad a " knock down," at the Irving House,
in this city, last Saturday. It seems that Warren had
refused to make some appointment recommended by
L'-vi- and upon the former accosting Levin Levin
told him he wss a d d fccnr-dre-l " a scuffle im-
mediately ensued, which would have ended rather dis-
astrously to the M. C, had not Col. Baker, and sev-
eral others interfered. It's a wonder " all the decen-
cy " can't conduct themselves more properly.

Rumor says that Gen. Houston intends resijuiug
his seat in the Senate, afier the slavery and Texas
boundary questions are settled. In that event, Mr.
Kaufman, the able representative of that State, on the
floor of the House, will likely succeed him.

Speaking of Texas, the latest intelligence from that
Slate, represents her Legislature as having voted men
and money, to euforce her jurisdiction over the coun
ty of Santa Fe. The President has given orders that
the military should nut oppose the authorities of Tex-
as, and consequently, there will boa conflict between
the people of Santa Fe and Texas, in which the latter
will undoubtedly be eucccssful. Thi is "masterly
inactivity," on the part of our Executive, for you.
Without the boldness or fiaakness to come out in fa-

vor of the extension of slavery, anJ the claims of
Texas to New Mexico, he is nevertheless pursuing a
policy and recommending a coursenoii-actic- n '.vhjcli
will insure both. A pretty specimen of a free soil
President, truly !

Gen. James Watson Webb, one of Taylor's honest,
capable, and faithful appointments, was this day re-
jected, by the Senate, as charge to Vienna. The vote

n hi confirmation was, ayes, 7 noes 31. Mr.
Clay voted cgaii.sl him Gen. Webb however has
pocketed 4,500 outfit. His successor, of course,
will get $4,500 more this is the way the people's
money is spent. PEN.

Washington. Feb. 12. 18Ö0.. . .Ti : ! .t. I la uu iiiuiioti to iec 'iiiucr me voiu jtciciusv, uy
which the main question was ordered to be put, on the
bill providing for the expense of collecting the reve-
nue, was carried, in the House, to-da- y. Mr. Kin;,
rf N. J., then offered sn amendment, allowing the
Secretary $l,225a(HJ0 for the next six months. This

i i 4 i - a
aiueuumeui passeu, ana ine om as wius ameuaeu.

! went through all the requisite f rms, and finally pss- -
: ed, eyes 11)5 noea 78.
j It may not be uninteresting to your readers to ex- -
amine into this matter a little. Mr. Meredith las

; expended, in the last half year, $1,291.807.21 thi
j bill gives bun &l,)Mn) for the next halt yea- r-

making the whole amount of collecting the revenue
for the fiscal year ending June, 18o), .$J,ölb.ty7.JI.
or nine hundred and fifty-si- x thousand, eight hundred
and ninety'Seven dollars and 21 cents, more than the
law of 3d March, 1649, allowed him, and four hun
drei and eighty-fou- r thousand, two hundred and sixly
one dollars and '21 cents more than Mr. Walker ex-

pended in the fiscal year ending June, 1843. But say
tho whig financiers, California and Oregon are an ad
dit tonal expense an expense that Mr. - Walker had
not to incur. Well, let us see. Mr. Meredith calcu-
late the expense of collecting the revenue, in tl ese
territories, at only $125,000. Mr Walker, on the
other hand, was charged with the expenses of the de-

benture system, now abolished, $40,000 tbe addi-

tional charge of arming and equipping revenue cut-

ters as vessels of wnr, $50,000 ihe marine service
was one third larger than now, raakir.jj 91,000 more
of a charge the estimated revenue is $1,509,000 less
this year, making $45,KX) more of a charge iu 1643

making altogether $226,C00 of expenses under Mr.
Walker, that Mr. Meredith is relieved of. This will
certainly offset the additional expense f collecting
the revenue of California and Oregon. The fact then
stand undisputed snd undiputable, that, with every
advantage in bis favor, Taylor's Secretary of tly
Treasury requires nearly half a million more to col-

lect the revenue than wai expended by his predeces-
sor. Let the people think of this.

Mr. Inge of Ala., delivered himself in the House.
His speech was like Southern speeches generally, ex-

cept that be did not say much about disunion. He
spouted the usual quota of nonsense and rant Low ever.

Mr. Berrien of Ga., resumed and concluded his
speech, in the Senate, to-da- y.

. The ladies were out
in numbers, and took possession uf tha Senate Cham-

ber, the Senators, of course, being too gallant tn te-fu- se

them admittance.
Previous to the speech of the Senator of Ga., there

J was rather a spirited debate, on the question of re
ceiving a petition from New Hampshire, asking that
slavery may nt be extended inb New Mexico and
California. In answer to some remarks of Mr. But-

ler of S. C, Mr. Hale said, "New Hampshire blood,
coursing in New Hampshire veins, fmin the com-

mencement of this Government, in ihe Senate, in tha
Huuse of Representatives, and upon the field cf bat-

tle, has attested their rights; and she has sons tliat
will still vindicate lhot rieht9 against all her foes
come when they vill, how they will, and where they
will."

Mr. Davis, of Miss., combattcd the position and
Mr. Butler, of S. C, declared that the South did not
ask and did not want the extension of slavery
" Hands off! let us alone!" was all they asked.

PEN.
In tbe above debate, Mr. King of Ala., declared

that slave holders bad the right to carry and hold

slaves in any portion or all of the territories. So he

is reported iu the Union. Eds. Sent.

English Standard Periodicals. We invite the
attention of gentlemen to the advertisement of Leon-

ard Scott & Co., for the republication of the Foreign

Quarterly Reviews and Blackwood's Magazine.

These works, together, ore invaluable to all who dr-ei- re

to acquire a profound knowledge of the mental,
moral and political world as it is. And the very low

rates at which they may be had, brings them all Mi.
in the convenient reach of every professional and
business man. We shall Eoon take occasion to coll

attention to these works more particularly.

(r--A California letter says :

"Gold digging had been mostly suspended for the
season, and a preat many persons wero flocking inM
the towns. Wsgve of common laborers were much
low-er- , uly from four to six dollars a day being paid.
Mechanics, such as carpenters, masons, &c., em-tnan- d

from $12 to $16 a day. The country is orrr-rvnwi- th

PRINTERS f
If the last sentence is true, no money will be made

at printing ; for printers are in the habit of compe-

ting with one another, until tltey get below cost, and

work for nothing by choice. In no other trade is

there so little esprit du corps, as in printing.

fjrTbe Pittsburgh Gazette understands that, in

consequence of the injurious effects cf the ten hour
law, the proprietors of the cotton mills have unani-

mously agieed tn suspend work. Tass what laira j on

may, for tbe protection of labor, snd capitalist still
exercise the power of starvation, to bring libonrs ta
terms.


